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My New Red Shoes 
— imprint of joy 


Redwood City nonprofit, five employees and volunteers, has helped ‘close the 
clothing gap’ for 55,000 of the poorest students, ages 5 to 18, since 2006 


PHOTOS BY JOSIE LEPE — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Joy Gutierrez, 5, and Rosa Sierra, 14, play basketball at the LifeMoves shelter in San Mateo in October. The Gutierrez family 
are 2017 recipients of assistance from My New Red Shoes, which provides new shoes and clothes. 


THE WISH BOOK SERIES 


The Wish Book is an annual 
project of the Mercury News 
that invites readers to help 
their neighbors. 


WISH 


Donations will go to My New 
Red Shoes’ Clothing for Confi- 
dence Program in Santa Clara 
and San Mateo counties, which 
provides access to new school 
shoes and clothing for more 
than 500 homeless or impov- 
erished children. Each child will 
be provided with a pair of new 
athletic shoes and clothing gift 
card. Goal: $30,000 


HOW TO GIVE 

Donate at wishbook.mercu- 
rynews.com or clip the coupon 
on Page A6. 


More online: 

Read other Wish Book 
stories, view photos and video 
at WISHBOOK.MERCURYNEWS.COM. 


By Patrick May 


pmay@bayareanewsgroup.com 


The shoes have a Velcro 
strap because, at age 5, Joy 
Gutierrez hasn’t yet mastered 
the art of tying them. But 
they are her pride and joy: 
a new pair of Nike sneakers. 

“They make me feel like ... 
a rock star!” Joy said during 
a recent evening at the tran- 
sitional-housing LifeMoves 
shelter in San Mateo. She’s 
been living there since Au- 
gust with her mom and two 
siblings. It’s a temporary 
way-station in a pot-holed 
childhood, a place where the 
passing days are marked by 
Caltrain cars roaring down 
the tracks just a few feet from 
their small apartment. Yet 
despite the steady screams 
of metal-on-metal, Joy is just 
fine. 

And the shoes and new 

WISH BOOK » PAGE 6 


Patricia Gutierrez, Joy’s mother, shows off 
the Nike bag her son Carlos received at the 
LifeMoves shelter in San Mateo. 


“Children will outgrow 
their shoes and clothes, 
but they'll never outgrow 
that feeling that they’ve 
got a community that 
cares about them. They’ll 
remember that forever.” 


— Minh Ngo, My New Red Shoes, executive director 


Seniors in middle of landlord-tenant tiff 


Residents ordered to leave 
not sure whose story is true 


By Marisa Kendall 


mkendall@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SANJOSE » As 80 local seniors are 
forced out of their assisted living 
facility this winter, they’re being 
told it’s their landlord’s fault that 
they'll spend the holidays looking 
for a new home instead of relax- 


ing with loved ones. 

But new information suggests 
that isn’t the full story — a twist 
that has left at least one resident’s 
family feeling hurt and betrayed. 

Late last month, as this news 
organization reported, staff at 
Atria Chateau Gardens in Wil- 
low Glen told residents the facil- 
ity was shutting down — and the 
seniors had two months to pack 
up their belongings, find a new 

FACILITY » PAGE6 


A 
DAN HONDA — STAFF PHOTOGRA 


Residents walk into the Atria Chateau Gardens 
assisted living facility in San Jose. 


Vaccine 
may fall 
short on 
flu virus 


Early indications show this 
year’s shot to be only 10 percent 
effective against dominant strain 


By Tracy Seipel 


tseipel@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Congratulations, you already got your flu shot. 
Except now you’re home sick ... with the flu. 

What happened? 

Early indications show this year’s vaccine 
may be only 10 percent effective 
against a dominant strain of the FLU TIPS 
virus circulating the planet, and How to avoid 
California public health officials getting sick 
say the greater Bay Area is one of again this 
two areas in the Golden State get- year. PAGE A6 
ting hit hardest now. 

“We do know that flu vaccines are not 100 per- 
cent effective, and that their effectiveness varies 
from year to year,” said Dr. George Han, Santa 
Clara County’s assistant health officer and com- 
municable disease controller. 

The 10 percent figure — drawn from a recent 
New England Journal of Medicine report — is 
an Australian estimate of the vaccine’s benefit 
against one flu virus, the H3N2 virus, that was 
rampant during the Aussies’ most-recent flu sea- 
son. Health officials there reported a record-high 

FLU » PAGE6 
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Cool and costly — 
the priciest in US 


Competing with casinos, power plants, 
stadiums, Apple’s HQ tops at $5 billion 


By George Avalos 


gavalos@bayareanewsgroup.com 


CUPERTINO » Apple Park in Cupertino, Apple’s 
new “spaceship” campus, is the most expensive 
building in the United States. 

With an estimated $5 billion price tag for con- 
struction, Apple Park tops a U.S. list of priciest 
buildings that includes six casinos, a Manhattan 
skyscraper and a baseball stadium. 

“Apple Park is our Pentagon building; it’s got 
that kind of a footprint,” said Mark Ritchie, pres- 
ident of San Jose-based Ritchie Commercial Real 
Estate. 

The new Apple Park complex seems destined to 
be forever intertwined with Apple’s history and 

APPLE » PAGE 3 


NEWS ON YOUR PHONE 


Download the Mercury News 
mobile app for iPhone or Android. 
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WEATHER 


Make wishes come true 
for those in need this 
holiday season. 


100% of your donation 
goes to Wish Book charities. 
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